
  

 

 

 
Sunday, January 29, 2017 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 

“Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find 
wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, mourners, the 
meek, those who hunger for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the 
peacemakers. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this counter-
cultural way of living and serving.” 
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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who stretches out the heavens, 
who sends light to the nations, 
who gives breath to us all. 

C. Amen. 
P. Let us confess our sin 
 in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

P. Loving God, 
C. we confess that we have turned from your way 

to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times 
we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
we have not spoken or acted at all; 
we have hurt those closest to us; 
we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 
so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
 

P. Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. 
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together. 
God’s love never runs out. 
God never tires of calling us beloved children. 
Hear God say to you now: 
Your sins are forgiven, 

for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   (sing verses 1-4 only) 
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GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

KYRIE 

(sing verses 1-4 only) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.   Let us pray, 
 Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 
 lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
 perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world 
 may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
         (Please be seated) 
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WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8  
 R. A reading from Micah, the 6th chapter. 
 
 1Hear what the Lord says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 15 
 1Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart;  
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear 
the Lord. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst 
the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  

R. A reading from 1 Corinthians the 1st  chapter.  
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wis-
dom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through 
the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than hu-
man strength. 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and des-
pised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that 
no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.” 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand, as you are able) 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL:   Matthew 5:1-12 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were be-
fore you.” 
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 (please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
(Please stand as you are able) 
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WE CONNECT TO GOD’S STORY 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and 
 healing. 

  

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Hear us, O God. 
 C.  Your mercy is great. 
 
P. Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is 
 one with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING 
Offertory 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. 
C. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
 have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. 
 Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
 through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
 Lord. 
 Amen. 
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BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SEND 
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 

BENEDICTION  
P. The God of glory dwell in you richly, 
 name you beloved, 
 and shine brightly on your path; 
 and the blessing of almighty God, 

 the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be upon you and remain with you always. 
C.  Amen. 
 
 



17 

 

SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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We are a part of ... 

Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 
Church Address: 
119 Cobblestone Court 
P.O. Box 96 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 
Phone: 422-8417 

http://www.newhopespringmills.org
http://www.alleghenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org
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