
  

 

 

 
Sunday, February 12, 2017 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

“In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and 
obeying God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Com-
mandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that 
honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole 
community. We, too, are invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear 
of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life for us.” 
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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who stretches out the heavens, 
who sends light to the nations, 
who gives breath to us all. 

C. Amen. 
P. Let us confess our sin 
 in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

P. Loving God, 
C. we confess that we have turned from your way 

to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times 
we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
we have not spoken or acted at all; 
we have hurt those closest to us; 
we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 
so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
 

P. Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. 
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together. 
God’s love never runs out. 
God never tires of calling us beloved children. 
Hear God say to you now: 
Your sins are forgiven, 

for the sake of ☩  Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C. Amen. 
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(sing verses 1-4 only) 

GATHERING HYMN   
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GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.   Let us pray, 
 O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we 
 accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the 
 things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through  
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
         (Please be seated) 

  
  

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
 R. A reading from Deuteronomy, the 30th chapter. 
 
 [Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, 
death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I 
am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, 
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live 
and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you 
are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are 
led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that 
you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jor-
dan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today 
that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that 
you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, 
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you 
may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 119:1-8 

 1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, 
  who follow the teaching | of the Lord! 
 2Happy are they who observe | your decrees 
  and seek you with | all their hearts, 
 3who never do | any wrong, 
  but always walk | in your ways. 
 4You laid down | your commandments, 
  that we should | fully keep them.  
 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct 
  that I might | keep your statutes! 
 6Then I should not be | put to shame, 
  when I regard all | your commandments. 
 7I will thank you with | a true heart, 
  when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 
 8I will | keep your statutes; 
  do not utter- | ly forsake me.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9  

R. A reading from 1 Corinthians the 3rd chapter.  
 

1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as peo-
ple of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you 
were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of 
the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of 
the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I 
belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 
  5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to be-
lieve, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth. 7So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but on-
ly God who gives the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a 
common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For 
we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL:   Matthew 5:21-37  
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient 
times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 
22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable 
to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; 
and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are 
offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be rec-
onciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to 
terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or 
your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you 
will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny. 
  27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say 
to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adul-
tery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole 
body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 
and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your 
whole body to go into hell. 
  31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the 
ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a di-
vorced woman commits adultery. 
  33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall 
not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say 
to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the 
earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 
36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 
37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from 
the evil one.” 
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
(Please stand as you are able) 

(sing verses 1-4 only) 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and 
 healing. 

  

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Hear us, O God. 
 C.  Your mercy is great. 
 
P. Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is 
 one with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 

 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell, 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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OFFERING 
Offertory 
(Please stand, as you are able) 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. 
C. Merciful God, 

receive the gifts we bring, 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
Through this meal unite us as your body, 
shining with the light of your justice and mercy; 
for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 

 Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 Amen. 
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P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn 

MEAL  
  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  
The Great Thanksgiving 
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(Continued on next page) 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 P. Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
  
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C. Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
P.  With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
C.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P.  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
  Come among us. 
  Bless this meal. 
  May your Word take flesh in us. 
  Awaken your people. 
  Fill us with your light. 
  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P.  All praise and glory are yours, 
  Holy One of Israel, 
  Word of God incarnate, 
  Power of the Most High, 
  one God, now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P.  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

(Please be seated) 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
  

We welcome all to God’s table.  We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 
meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-
aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have glu-
ten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he will 
share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion please 
share it with our pastor or a council member. 
Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  
intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 
consecrated wine. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
 The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person, may respond with hands facing up to receive, and may respond 
 Amen. 
 

The following hymns will be sung during communion:   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Please stand as you are able) 

P. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
 keep  you in his grace. 
C.  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P. Let us pray. 
C. O Morning Star, fair and bright, 
 you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 
 You are our dearest treasure. 
 Go with us now— 
 today, tomorrow, every day— 
 that we tell the story of your never-ending love 
 and sing your praise both now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
 (please be seated) 

  

SEND 
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 

 
BENEDICTION  
P. The God of glory dwell in you richly, 
 name you beloved, 
 and shine brightly on your path; 
 and the blessing of almighty God, 

 the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 be upon you and remain with you always. 
C.  Amen. 
 
 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 
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SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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We are a part of ... 

Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 
Church Address: 
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