
  

 

 

 
Sunday, April 9, 2017 
Sunday of the Passion 

Palm Sunday 
 

“Today’s liturgy begins with a palm procession, commemorating Jesus’ trium-
phal entry into Jerusalem. Quickly the tone of the service changes as we medi-
tate upon Jesus’ passion and death. Because this story is so central to our faith, 
we hear Matthew’s account of the passion today and John’s version on Good 
Friday. Though Jesus is obedient even unto death on the cross, he is exalted by 
God. We gather to remember his offering for the life of the world, and to be fed 
by his life-giving mercy. This holy week will culminate in the celebration of the 
Three Days of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection.” 



2 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 
We will gather outside weather permitting 

 
WELCOME 
 
P. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL 
 
P. The holy gospel according to Matthew 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 21:1-11 
 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
P. The gospel of the Lord 
C. Praise to you, O Christ 
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BLESSING OF PALMS 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Let us pray. 
  
 a brief silence is kept 
 
P. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 
 Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed  
 messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
 Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our 
 Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 
 we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and 
 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
PROCESSION 
P. Let us go forth in peace, 
C. in the name of Christ, Amen. 
  
 Follow minister into church while singing Gathering Hymn (next page) 



4 

 

GATHERING HYMN  
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P. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.  Let us pray, 
 Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord  
 Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 
 mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 
 victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
 
 (Please be seated) 

 
WORD 

We Hear God’s Story 
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
R. A reading from Isaiah, the 50th chapter. 
  
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher,  that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my 
ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I 
was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck 
me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been dis-
graced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand 
up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord GOD 
who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
R.  The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:   Psalm 31:9–16 
9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 
 my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
 and also my throat | and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
 my strength fails me because of affliction, 
 and my bones | are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, 
a dismay to | my acquaintances; 
 when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 
 I am as useless as a | broken pot.    
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
 they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 
 I have said, "You | are my God. 
15My times are | in your hand; 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
 and from those who | persecute me. 
16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
 save me in your | steadfast love."    

SECOND READING:   Philippians 2:5–11  
R. A reading from Philippians the 2nd chapter. 
 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,6who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to 
the point of death — even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of  
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand as you are able) 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 26th and 27th chapters. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 26:1 --- 27:66 

 
please look at insert starting on page 5.  Congregation will read bold parts 
 
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 (please be seated) 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please stand, as you are able)  
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WE CONNECT TO GOD'S STORY 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell, 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the 
 earth, and all who are in need.  

  

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Hear us, O God. 
 C.  Your mercy is great. 
 
P. Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
 in your steadfast love; through Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING 
Offertory 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. 
C. Merciful God, 
 receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving 
 and the offering of our lives, 
 that following in the way of the cross, 
 we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
 through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
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 MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P. It is indeed right, out duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P. Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
 Your mercy is everlasting 
 and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
 to the land of milk and honey. 
 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
P. With this bread and cup 
 we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 
 as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C. Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
P. O God of resurrection and new life: 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Bless this feast. 
 Grace our table with your presence. 
C. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 (continued on next page) 
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P. Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
 Breathe new life into us. 
 Send us forth, 
 burning with justice, peace, and love. 
C. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P. With [name/s and] your holy ones of all times and places, 
 with the earth and all its creatures, 
 with sun and moon and stars, 
 we praise you, O God, 
 blessed and holy Trinity, 
 now and forever. 
C. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P.  Come to Christ, broken and poured out for you.  

(Please be seated) 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

We welcome all to God’s table.  We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 
meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-
aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have 
gluten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he 
will share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion 
please share it with our pastor or a council member. 
 

Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  
intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 
consecrated wine. 
 

The following hymns will be sung during communion:   
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(sing verses 1-4 only) 
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(Please stand as you are able) 

P. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
 keep  you in his grace. 
C.  Amen. 
 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P. Let us pray. 
C. Compassionate God, 
 you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 
 Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: 
 may our fasting be hunger for justice, 
 our alms, a making of peace, 
 and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; 
 through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
  (Please be seated) 

SEND 
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 

 
BENEDICTION  
P. May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, 
 and claimed us as children of the light, 
 strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor 

 and give you ☩ peace. 
C.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

Please do not throw out the insert.  Please put inserts on the table in the 
back of the sanctuary for reuse. 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES at New Hope: 
 

Maundy Thursday Service 6:30 p.m. 
Good Friday Service , 6:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunrise Service, 6:45 a.m. 
Easter Service 10:30 a.m. 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 
Church Address: 
119 Cobblestone Court 
P.O. Box 96 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 
Phone: 422-8417 
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