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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
 

(Please Gather Outside – Weather Permitting) 

 
THE CONGREGATION GATHERS OUTSIDE AROUND A SMALL FIRE 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
P. Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy morning when our Savior 
 Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout 
 the world in prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and 
 the word, through water, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ's death and 
 resurrection, share Christ's triumph over sin and death, and await Christ's 
 coming again in glory. We come like the women to the tomb and see the 
 light of the fire shining in the darkness. We come searching for hope. This 
 morning we gather by the new light of a fire.  But we come seeking God's 
 eternal light found in the Savior of the world.  
  
THE DAWN OF EASTER 
P. Whom do you seek in the tomb, O followers of Christ? 
C. Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified! 
P. Let us pray…..Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life 
 to all the world. Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth 
 with the brightness of Christ's rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal 
 light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
GOSPEL   John 20:1–10 
P.  The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th Chapter. 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  2So she ran 
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him."  3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb.  4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first.  5He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  6Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there,  7and the  



4 

 

cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself.  8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed;  9for as yet they did not understand the scrip-
ture, that he must rise from the dead.  10Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 
  
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
P. May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and 
 minds. 
P. The light of Christ. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please follow the candle and the minister as the congregation proceeds into the narthex 
and gathers around the baptismal font.) 
 

P. The light of Christ. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
P. When we were joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we were clothed 
 with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Trusting in the word of life given in  
 baptism, we are gathered in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and the 
 Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen. 
  
P. Sisters and brothers, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come  
 before God to make public affirmation of our baptism into Christ. 
 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister prays. 
  
P. Let us pray…..Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your 
 own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself,  
 enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the  
 community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and  
 promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to 
 new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.  
C. Amen. 
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P. I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 
 of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
C. I renounce them. 
P. Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C. I renounce them. 
P. Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C. I renounce them. 
P. Do you believe in God the Father? 
C. I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
       creator of heaven and earth. 
P. Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
        he descended into hell. 
       On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P. Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P. You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in              
      the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
      to live among God's faithful people, 
      to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 
      to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
      to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
      and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C. I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
P. People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your 
 life in Christ? 
C. We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
P. Let us pray…..We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
 Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit, and renew our lives with 
 your forgiveness, grace and love, now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
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(The congregation proceeds into the nave as we sing the hymn together) 
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P.  The light of Christ. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

P.  Let us pray.  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for 
 our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the 
 power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him 
 forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our  
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever. 
C. Amen. 

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

 

 
READING: Acts 10: 34-43  
R. A reading from Acts the 10th chapter. 
 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no par-
tiality,  35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is ac-
ceptable to him.  36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preach-
ing peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all.  37That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him.  39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;  40but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear,  41not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 
the dead.  42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  43All the prophets testi-
fy about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name." 
R.  The word of the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
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P. The conclusion of our gospel from John the 20th chapter. 
 

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look in-
to the tomb;  12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  13They said to her, 
"Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him."  14When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  
15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away."  16Jesus said to 
her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means 
Teacher).  17Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet as-
cended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  18Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her.  
P. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

Continued on next page 
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(Please be Seated) 

 
SERMON Pastor Brandon Cian 
 
P. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

(Please stand as you are able) 



12 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
 all who are in need. 

 

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Hear us, O God. 
 C.  Your mercy is great. 
 
P. Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer 
 our prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING 
Offertory 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. 
C. Merciful God, 
 Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 
 as you were made known to the disciples. 
 Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, 
 that we may be your risen body in the world. 
 Amen. 
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P. It is indeed right, out duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn 

MEAL  
  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
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Continued on next page 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P. Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
  
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
P. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C. Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
P. With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
C. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 P. Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us. 
 Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us. 
 Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light. 
 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P. All praise and glory are yours, 
 Holy One of Israel, 
 Word of God incarnate, 
 Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
We welcome all to God’s table.   We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 
meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-
aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have 
gluten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he 
will share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion  
please share it with our pastor or a council member. 
 
Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  
intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 
consecrated wine. 
 
The following hymns are sung during communion: 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P.  Come to the table. Feast on God’s abundant life for you. 

(Please be seated) 
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(Please stand as you are able) 

P. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
 keep  you in his grace. 
C.  Amen. 
 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P. Let us pray. 
C. Life-giving God, 
 in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 
 you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, 
 and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 
 Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection 
 that we may show your glory to all the world; 
 through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
 

SEND 
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 

 
BENEDICTION  
P. May God who has brought us from death to life 
 fill you with great joy. 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P. You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
 Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C.  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 

Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 
Church Address: 
119 Cobblestone Court 
P.O. Box 96 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 
Phone: 422-8417 

We are a part of ... 

http://www.newhopespringmills.org
http://www.alleghenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org

