
  

 

 

 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

“Jesus does not leave his followers orphaned. Through the Holy Spirit Jesus 
comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, 
we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We re-
ceive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s ta-
ble the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.” 
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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
(Please stand as you are able) 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 
P. Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P.  Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received in baptism 

 are renewed every day. Let us give thanks together for the life given in  
 baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 

 for water to bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that  
 inspire wonder, for water that gives life to our planet. 
C.  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 
P. We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for water from our 
 tap, for rain, for Penns Creek, Pine Creek and Elk Creek. 
C. We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 
P. We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for delivering Noah 
 and his family through the floodwaters, for leading your people Israel 
 through the sea into freedom, for preserving your prophet Elijah through the 
 time of drought, for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 
 for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 
C.  We give you thanks for your salvation through water. 
 
P. We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, and for all who gather 
 here; for godparents and baptismal sponsors, for children and grandchildren,  
 for our brothers and sisters in Christ whom we have never seen but to whom 
 we are bound. 
C.  We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
 
P. We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 
 for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 
 for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 
 for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world. 
C. We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
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(sing verses 1-4 only) 

GATHERING HYMN   
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KYRIE 

GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE        
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.   Let us pray, 
 Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 
 earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give 
 to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 
C. Amen.  
 
         (Please be seated) 

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 17:22-31  

R. A reading from Acts, the 17th chapter. 
 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked care-
fully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscrip-
tion, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I pro-
claim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 
all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations 
to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for 
God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some 
of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While 
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he 
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
R.  The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20  

 8Bless our | God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of | praise be heard. 
 9Our God has kept us a- | mong the living 
  and has not allowed our | feet to slip.  
 10For you, O God, have | tested us; 
  you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried. 
 11You brought us in- | to the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs. 
 12You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water, 
  but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment. 
 13I will enter your house | with burnt offerings 
  and will pay | you my vows— 
 14those that I promised | with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble. 
 15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams; 
  I will give you ox- | en and goats.  
 16Come and listen, all you | who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has | done for me. 
 17I called out to God | with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord | with my tongue. 
 18If I had cherished evil | in my heart, 
  the Lord would | not have heard me; 
 19but in truth | God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound | of my prayer. 
 20Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing | love from me.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22  
 A reading from 1 Peter the 3rd chapter.  
 
13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suf-
fer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not 
be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to 
make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope 
that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience 
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct 
in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffer-
ing should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for 
sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the 
ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And bap-
tism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with an-
gels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand, as you are able) 

P. The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 14:15-21  

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it nei-
ther sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he 
will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 
20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal my-
self to them.” 
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 (please be seated) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
(Please stand as you are able) 
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WE CONNECT TO GOD’S STORY 

 
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
 all who are in need.  

  

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Lord, in your mercy,  
 C.  hear our prayer. 
 
P. Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer 
 our prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING 
Offertory 
(Please stand, as you are able) 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P.  Let us pray. 
C. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
 have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. 
 Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
 through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
 Lord. 
 Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

SEND 
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 

 
BENEDICTION  
P. May God who has brought us from death to life 
 fill you with great joy. 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P. You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
 Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 
Church Address: 
119 Cobblestone Court 
P.O. Box 96 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 
Phone: 422-8417 
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