
  

 

 

 
Sunday, July 16, 2017 

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

“God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It 
is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds 
sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God 
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 
may bear fruit in the world.” 
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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, 
 abounding in steadfast love. 
C.  Amen. 
 
P.  Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
 let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P. Eternal God our creator, 
C.  in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your  
 children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, 
 and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 
 By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
P.  Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our  
 Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, 
 Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

 and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 
C. Amen. 
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(sing verses 1-4 only) 

GATHERING HYMN   
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HYMN OF PRAISE        

GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.   Let us pray, 
 Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 
 your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow 
 in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C. Amen.  
 
         (Please be seated) 

  
  

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:10-13 
R. A reading from Isaiah the 55th chapter.  
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
R.  The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 65:1-13 

  1You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows | be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one | who answers prayer, 
  to you all | flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are strong- | er than we are, 
  but you blot out | our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your 
 temple.  
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of |  
 our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains | by your power; 
  you are girded a- | bout with might. 
 7You still the roaring | of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous 
 signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy.  
 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;  
 the river of God is | full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year | with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak  
 them- | selves with grain; 
  let them shout for | joy and sing.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand, as you are able) 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
R. A reading from Romans the 8th chapter.  
 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he con-
demned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those 
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set 
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not sub-
mit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bod-
ies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Lois Voigt 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 
and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 
did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trou-
ble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 
but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundred-
fold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
P.  The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
(please be seated) 



10 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
(Please stand as you are able) 
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(Continued on next page) 

WE CONNECT TO GOD’S STORY 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell, 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s 
 world. 

A brief silence. 

P. Gracious God, we give thanks for your living word that goes out and does 
not  return empty. Make your church a partner in accomplishing what you desire. 
 Unite us in faith, witness, and mission. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. For land, creatures, and people suffering from drought, that gentle rain bring 
 life and hope. For mountains, hills, and the trees of the field, that all creation 
 clap for joy. Hear us, O God. 
C.  Your mercy is great. 
 
P. For nations suffering the violence and hunger of war (especially). For exiles 
 and refugees. Lead them home in peace and bless them with your fullness. 
 Hear us, O God. 
C.  Your mercy is great. 
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P. For victims and perpetrators of race-based crime. For all who suffer sorrow, 
 illness, or injury (especially). Bring them justice, healing, and new life by the 
 power of your Spirit. Hear us, O God. 
C.  Your mercy is great. 
 
P. For this congregation and its leaders; through our shared work, let your word 
 prosper among us and bring life to the community beyond our doors. Hear us, 
 O God. 
C.  Your mercy is great. 
 
 Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

P. In thanksgiving for all who have died recently, for strangers and dear ones 
 who have blessed our lives and sparked our hope (especially). Give comfort 
 and confidence to all who mourn. Hear us, O God. 
C.  Your mercy is great. 
 
P. All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 
 care through Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P.  Let us pray. 
C. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
 have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. 
 Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
 through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
 Lord. 
 Amen. 

OFFERING 
Offertory 
(Please stand, as you are able) 
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(Please be seated) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

SEND 
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 

 
BENEDICTION  
P. May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can 
 ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 bless you now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 
Church Address: 
119 Cobblestone Court 
P.O. Box 96 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 
Phone: 422-8417 
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