
  

 

 

 
Sunday, July 30, 2017 

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

“As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of 
faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign 
of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and ex-
pands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the rich-
es of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!” 
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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, 
 abounding in steadfast love. 
C.  Amen. 
 
P.  Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
 let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P. Eternal God our creator, 
C.  in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your  
 children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, 
 and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 
 By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
P.  Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our  
 Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, 
 Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

 and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 
C. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   
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HYMN OF PRAISE        

GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.   Let us pray, 
 Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son 
 you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us 
 your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord.  
C. Amen.  
 
         (Please be seated) 

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
R. A reading from 1 Kings, the 3rd chapter. 
 
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
"Ask what I should give you." 6And Solomon said, "You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you 
have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on 
his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king 
in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how 
to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 
9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able 
to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?" 
10It pleased the LORD that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, "Because 
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the 
life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 
right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you. 
R.  The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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(Continued on next page) 

PSALM : Psalm 119: 129-136 
.  129Your de- | crees are wonderful; 
     therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
130When your word is opened | it gives light; 
     it gives understanding | to the simple. 
131I open my | mouth and pant 
     because I long for | your commandments. 
132Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 
     as you always do to those who | love your name.    
133Order my footsteps | in your word; 
     let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
134Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 
     and I will keep | your commandments. 
135Let your face shine up- | on your servant 
     and teach | me your statutes. 
136My eyes shed | streams of tears, 
     because people do not | keep your teaching.    
 
 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 
R.  A reading from Romans the 8th chapter.  
 
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit in-
tercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those 
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 
with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  
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35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 
"For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand, as you are able) 
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P. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 

         (Please be seated) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
(Please stand as you are able) 
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WE CONNECT TO GOD’S STORY 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell, 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, 
 the world, and all in need. 

 

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Lord, in your mercy, 
 C.  hear our prayer. 
 
P. Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in 
 the mercy of Christ Jesus. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P.  Let us pray. 
C. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
 have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. 
 Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
 through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
 Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING 
Offertory 
(Please stand, as you are able) 
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(Please be seated) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

SEND 
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 

 
BENEDICTION  
P. May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can 
 ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 bless you now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 
Church Address: 
119 Cobblestone Court 
P.O. Box 96 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 
Phone: 422-8417 
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