Sunday, August 20, 2017
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
“In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and
that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal
her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend
its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word
and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for
those in need.”

Peace be to you

We are glad you’re with us this morning.
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here.
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.

As we gather…
We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner,
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers,
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has
candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available.
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the
prayers of intercession in worship.
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your
right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby changing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across
from the main doors.
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for
your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free,
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child,
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.
Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every question, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our
knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”
Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery…

2

WELCOME

AS WE GATHER

PRELUDE
P.
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(Please stand as you are able)

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P.
C.
P.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness,
let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P.
C.

Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your
children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God,
Christ died for us while we still were sinners;
and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins.
Amen.

C.
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(sing verses 1-4 only)

GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING
P.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE

5

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P.
The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.
P.

C.

Let us pray,
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion
and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
(Please be seated)
WORD
We Hear God’s Story

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
R. A reading from Isaiah, the 56th chapter.
1

Thus says the Lord:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.
6

And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—
7
these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
8
Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.
R. The word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
6

PSALM: Psalm 67
1
May God be merciful to | us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face | shine upon us.
2
Let your way be known | upon earth,
your saving health a- | mong all nations.
3
Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
4
Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on
earth.
5
Let the peoples | praise you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
6
The earth has brought | forth its increase;
God, our own | God, has blessed us.
7
May God | give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.
Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
R. A reading from Romans the 11th chapter.
[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod
has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
29

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience,
31
so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they
too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that
he may be merciful to all.
R. The word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(Please stand, as you are able)
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P.
C.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 15:10-28
10
[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is
not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the
mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you
know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.
14
Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to
us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see
that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?
18
But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication,
theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”
21
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send
her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
P.
The Gospel of our Lord.
C. Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON Pastor Brandon Cian
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HYMN OF THE DAY

(Please stand as you are able)

10

WE CONNECT TO GOD’S STORY
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P.
Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church,
the world, and all in need.
After each petition,
P.
C.
P.
C.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in
the mercy of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C. And also with you.
(Please be seated)
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OFFERING
Offertory

(Please stand, as you are able)

OFFERING PRAYER
P.
Let us pray.
C. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
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(Please be seated)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSINGS
Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward. There need not be a
special occasion for a blessing. However, those celebrating birthdays,
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward. Those
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward.
(After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able)

SEND
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story
BENEDICTION
P.
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C. Amen.
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(sing verses 1-4 only)

SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
P.
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Worship has ended; let the service begin!”

We look forward to seeing you again.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Pastor Brandon Cian
People of New Hope, Ministers
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Connect with us

New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org
Church Address:
119 Cobblestone Court
P.O. Box 96
Spring Mills, PA 16875
Phone: 422-8417

We are a part of ...
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