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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 

I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 

long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 

sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 

You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 

and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 

Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 

grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 

is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 

Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  
 

We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 

side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 

another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 

Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 

prayers of intercession in worship.  
 

Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-

ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 

from the main doors. 
 

Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 

your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 

you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 

as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 

and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-

tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  

 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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GATHER 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  

P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 the Maker of heaven and earth, 

 the Word made flesh, 

 the Lord and giver of life. 

C. Amen. 
P. Let us come into the light of Christ, 

 confessing our need for God’s mercy. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P. God of peace, 

C. we confess that we are not at peace— 

 with others or with ourselves. 

 We bring to you all that tears us apart: 

 discord in our families, 

 violence in our world, 

 our own conflicted hearts. 

 In your mercy, mend us. 

 Reconnect us to one another and to you. 

 Let peace reign over all the earth, 

 through the Prince of peace, 

 our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
P. In the Word who has come to dwell with us, 

 God has given us grace upon grace: 

 forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, 

 love that can heal every broken heart. 

 Hear this word of God’s pardon and peace: 

 in the name of ☩ Jesus our Savior, 

 you are free from all your sins. 

 Rise, shine, for your light has come. 

C. Amen. 



4 

 

GATHERING HYMN   
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GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 

P.   Let us pray, 

C. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your           

 incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all 

 that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

(Continued on next page) 

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

  

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14  
  
R. A reading from Jeremiah the 31st chapter. 
  
7 Thus says the LORD: 

   Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

     and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

   proclaim, give praise, and say, 

     “Save, O LORD, your people, 

     the remnant of Israel.” 

  8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

     and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

   among them the blind and the lame, 

     those with child and those in labor, together; 

     a great company, they shall return here. 

  9 With weeping they shall come, 

     and with consolations I will lead them back, 

   I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

     in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

   for I have become a father to Israel, 

     and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

  10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

     and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
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PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20  

  1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 

 12 Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem; 

     praise your | God, O Zion, 

  13 who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 

     and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 
  14 God has established peace | on your borders 

     and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 

  15 God sends out a command | to the earth, 

     a word that runs | very swiftly. R 
  16 God gives | snow like wool, 

     scattering | frost like ashes. 

  17 God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 

     Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 
  18 The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them; 

     the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 

  19 God declares the | word to Jacob, 

     statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 
  20 The LORD has not done so to any | other nation; 

     they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah!  

   say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

     and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

  11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

     and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

  12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

     and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

   over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

     and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

   their life shall become like a watered garden, 

     and they shall never languish again. 

  13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

     and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

   I will turn their mourning into joy, 

     I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

  14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

     and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

   says the LORD. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14  
  
R. A reading from Ephesians, the 1st chapter. 
  
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 

to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished 

on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his 

will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined ac-

cording to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his coun-

sel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live 

for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 

seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward re-

demption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

(Please stand as you are able) 
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CHILDRENS’ SERMON  
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 

P. The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18  
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 

in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a wit-

ness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was 

not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world.]  

  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him 

and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead 

of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 

who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

P. The Gospel of our Lord. 

C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 (please be seated) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please stand, as you are able)  

(sing verses 1-4 only) 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P. Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

 who are in need. 

 

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C. hear our prayer. 

 

P. Pondering the mystery of your love, we offer our prayers in the name of 

 Christ, the Word made flesh. 

 

C. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 

 

 (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P. Let us pray. 

C. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among 

 the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with 

 your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, 

 with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, 

 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(sing verse 1 only) 

OFFERING 

Offertory 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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SEND 

We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 
  

BENEDICTION  
P. May the Word that Mary brought to birth 

 carry you into new and abundant life. 

C. Amen. 
P. May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms 

 enfold you with love and strength. 

C. Amen. 
P. May the Word that angels proclaimed in song 

 bring harmony to our world. 

C. Amen. 
P. And the blessing of almighty God, 

 the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 be upon you and remain with you always. 

C. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 

special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  

anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 

struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 

 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 
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(Continued on next page) 
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DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE 

 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
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Pastor Brandon Cian  

 

Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 

 

People of New Hope, Ministers 
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