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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 

I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 

long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 

sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 

You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 

and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 

Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 

grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 

is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 

Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  
 

We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 

side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 

another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 

Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 

prayers of intercession in worship.  
 

Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-

ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 

from the main doors. 
 

Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 

your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 

you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 

as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 

and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-

tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  

 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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GATHER 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  

P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free, 

 the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, 

 the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. 

C. Amen. 

P. Let us come before God in confession. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P. To you, O God, 

C. we lift up our souls. 

 You know us through and through; 

 we confess our sins to you. 

 Remember not our sins; 

 remember us with your steadfast love. 

 Show us your ways; 

 teach us your paths; 

 and lead us in justice and truth, 

 for the sake of your goodness 

 in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
P. Sisters and brothers, come with joy 

 and draw water from the well of salvation. 

 Remember the gift of baptism: 

 your sin is washed away in the name of ☩ Jesus; 

 you belong to Christ;  

 you are anointed to serve. 

 Stand up and raise your heads! 

 The reign of God is near. 

C. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   
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GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 

P.   Let us pray, 

C. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 

 and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in 

 joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

ADVENT REFLECTION - written by Henri Nouwen 

Read by The Gillan Family - Heather, Jonathan, Addison, Eleanor, & Morgan 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 

(Sing all verses) 

(Please be seated) 
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WORD  

We Hear God’s Story 

 

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a  
 
R. A reading from Micah, the 5th chapter. 
 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

     who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

   from you shall come forth for me 

     one who is to rule in Israel, 

   whose origin is from of old, 

     from ancient days. 

  3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

     when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

   then the rest of his kindred shall return 

     to the people of Israel. 

  4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

     in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

   And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

     to the ends of the earth; 

  5a and he shall be the one of peace. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55  

 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 

  1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

     shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

  2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

     stir up your strength and | come to help us.  
  3 Restore | us, O God; 

     let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

  4 O LORD| God of hosts, 

     how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 
  5 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

     you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

  6 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

     and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
  7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

     let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

(Please stand as you are able) 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10  
 
R. A reading from Hebrews, the 10th chapter. 
 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

   “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

     but a body you have prepared for me; 

  6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

     you have taken no pleasure. 

  7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

     (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 

the law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first 

in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sancti-

fied through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDRENS’ SERMON  
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]  
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Eliza-

beth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are 

you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this 

happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I 

heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken 

to her by the Lord.” [ 

  46 And Mary said,  

   “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

  48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

     Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

  49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

     and holy is his name. 

  50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

     from generation to generation. 

  51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

     he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

  52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

     and lifted up the lowly; 

  53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

     and sent the rich away empty. 

  54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

     in remembrance of his mercy, 

  55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

     to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

P. The Gospel of our Lord. 

C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 (please be seated) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please stand, as you are able)  
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P. Emmanuel has come, is here, and is coming soon. Let us join in prayer for 

 the church, the earth, and those who are in need, that all receive what God 

 promises to give. 

 

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C. hear our prayer. 

 

P. Receive our prayers, merciful God, and make us ready to receive you when 

 you come through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 

C. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 

 

 (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING 

Offertory 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P. Let us pray. 

C. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your  

 creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we 

 care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and 

 Lord. Amen. 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Please be seated) 
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SENDING 

We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 
  

BENEDICTION  

P. May God direct your ways in peace, 

 make you abound in love for one another and for all, 

 and strengthen your hearts 

 until the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 bless you now and forever. 

C. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 

special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  

anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 

struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 

 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

(Continued on next page) 
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Pastor Brandon Cian  

 

Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 

 

People of New Hope, Ministers 
 

“New Hope’s Christmas Eve Services: 

4:30 p.m. Family Service 

7:30 p.m. Cantata 

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 

All are welcome as we share in the joy of Jesus birth” 
 

Copyright Information: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-

served  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual         

License #20612. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

One License # A-700993:  

CCLI #1938780:   

DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE 

 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 

 

 


