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GATHER 

WELCOME 

  

PRELUDE  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 (Please stand as you are able) 

P. We gather in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 
 

P. Emmanuel, we want to believe you are with us dwelling in this every  

 moment, 

C. But we pin for the past and rush toward the future. 

 

P. We want to be found wide awake, alert with love, as you appear in   

 every moment, 

C. But we slumber through and laze away the miracle of ordinary days. 

 

P. We want to wait for you alone, with desire and hope, 

C. But our trust fails, our longing grows cold, and our hope dims. 

 

P. We want to make room in our hearts, a safe and warm place, for you to be 

 born, 

C. But we close our hearts, and harden them to you and your people. 

 

P. We confess our failures at love. 

C. We are sorry; we ask your forgiveness. 
 
 (Silence for reflection) 
 
P. Because of Jesus, we know that God takes notice of us, cares about us day 

 by day, loves us, calls us, and is always with us.  Christ the Savior is born 

 and he brings God’s love and mercy.  Our sins are forgiven through Jesus.  

 We have been given this gift of freedom in the name of the Father, and of 

 the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 
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GREETING 
 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. 

 

P. O God, you are majestic and amazing; it dazzles us that you work your  

 will  through human agents—those whom you call and choose and  

 empower, even the weak, the lowly, the nobodies. 

 

C. You are majestic and amazing; it stuns us that you have worked your 

 will through this Jesus of Nazareth, a human of no pedigree, a baby  

 who is fragile and in need of parents’ protection, a man who emptied 

 himself in obedience; and you have raised him to new life, before  

 whom every knee shall bow. 

 

C. You are majestic and amazing; it astonishes us that you work you will 

 through human agents like us, people of little consequence and limited  

 capacity.  You call us beyond ourselves; you send us beyond our  

 imagination; you empower us beyond our capacity, and we become  

 your agents in the world, day by day doing justice and mercy and  

 compassion. 

 

P. In Jesus, Emmanuel, you have come to live with us.  Bless us this night  

 and forever as we love and serve you in Jesus’ name. 

C. Amen. 

  

(Please be seated) 

CHOIR ANTHEM 
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WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2–7  

 

R. A reading from Isaiah the 9th Chapter. 
 

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 

you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the 

yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given 

to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The 

zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:   Psalm 96 
1Sing to the LORD | a new song; 

     sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
     proclaim God's salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare God's glory a- | mong the nations 

     and God's wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
     more to be feared | than all gods.    
5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

     but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
     power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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SECOND READING: Titus 2:11–14  

 

R. A reading from Titus the 2nd Chapter. 

 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to re-

nounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 

self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is 

who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 

himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 

     ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
     bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD.    
9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

     tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: "The | LORD is king! 
     The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 

     will judge the peo- | ples with equity." 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 

     let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 

     let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at your com- | ing, O LORD, 
     for you come to | judge the earth. 
13You will judge the | world with righteousness 

     and the peoples | with your truth.    
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GOSPEL PROCESSION (Please face the cross processional) 

Sing verse 1—before gospel reading; Sing verses 2-3—following gospel reading 

(Please stand as you are able) 
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P. The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL:   Luke 2:1–14 [15–20]   
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethle-

hem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 

"Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

P. The Gospel of our Lord. 

C. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 (please be seated) 

SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 
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(Continued on next page) 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

     the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father; 

     through him all things were made. 

     For us and for our salvation 

          he came down from heaven, 

          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

          and became truly human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

          he suffered death and was buried. 

          On the third day he rose again 

          in accordance with the scriptures; 

          he ascended into heaven 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

          and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

     who has spoken through the prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

          and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P. God of the prophets, give your church courage to speak truth, and tell of your 

 love. 

C. God of the prophets, hear us and help us! 

P. God of the angels, give your church voice to sing your presence into  

 the world.  Give the world a freedom song, and help us to speak peace  

 throughout the earth. 

C. God of the angels, hear us and help us! 
P. God of Mary and Elizabeth, give your church grace to be pregnant with  

 hope and to bring new life for a barren world. 

C. God of our mothers, hear us and help us! 

P. God of Zechariah and Joseph, give your church dreams and visions,  

 and the courage to follow them. 

C. God of our fathers, hear us and help us! 
P. God of the shepherds, give your church humility, and to all who sit in  

 darkness, alone and afraid, a light from heaven proclaiming peace. 

C. God of the shepherds, hear us and help us! 
P. God of the magi, give your church gifts, and the will to leave home to  

 find you among the poor. 

C. God of the magi, hear us and help us! 

P. God of the Holy Innocents, give your church power to stand against  

 violence, walk with the sick and the suffering, and to protect the  

 powerless.  Especially we ask your presence with ________________,  

 and those on our parish prayer and shut-in list. 

C. God of the victim, hear us and help us! 

P. God our Sovereign, you are always coming into the world.  Come to us  

 now, soon, and forever, and let us receive you as the Child of holiness  

 and the Wind of change, through whom, this night, we pray. 

C. Amen. 

 

 (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING 

Offertory      (Please stand, as you are able) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P. Let us pray. 

C. we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring  

 the riches of your grace.  As you have blessed us with your gifts, let  

 them be blessings for others.  With the trees of the field, with all  

 people of earth  and angels in heaven, we shout for joy at the  

 coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

MEAL 
 

  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P. It’s hard to imagine how the hands of God who measured the sky could  

 be come the hands of a Child in a manger. 

C. Heaven’s love has reached out to us to save us from sin and death. 

P. The Son of God, the Servant King, is here with us in bread and wine. 

C. It’s a mystery how infant eyes had seen the dawn of time and  

 infant ears had heard a symphony sung by angels.  You are  

 Emmanuel: God incarnate.  You are with us. 

  

 (Sing verses 1 & 2 of Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing page 16) 
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(Sing verses 1 & 2 of Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing) 

(Continued on next page) 



17 

 

P.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord jesus took bread, and  

 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  

 this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to  

 drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  

 and for all  people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the  

 remembrance of me. 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we pro  

 claim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C. Christ has died.  Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

P. Come, Holy Spirit, 

C. help us to believe that the God of creation has come among us in  

 Jesus Christ, and is initiating a new creation. 

P. Come Holy Spirit, 

C. help us to believe that Jesus Christ came to us to forgive our sin  

 and set us free from sin and death. 

P. Come, Holy Spirit,  

C. and help us live in a new way.  Amen. 

 

 (Sing verse 3 of Hark! the Herald Angels Sing) 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 

Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

       now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

P. Come all is now ready, the gifts of God for the people of God. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

 (Please be seated) 
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(Please be seated) 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
  

We welcome all to God’s table.  We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 

meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-

aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have 

gluten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he 

will share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion 

please share it with our pastor or a council member. 

Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  

intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 

consecrated wine. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person, may respond with hands facing up to receive, and may respond 

 Amen. 
 

The following hymns will be sung during communion:   
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SENDING 

We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 
 

BENEDICTION 

P. As Christ’s new people, freed and forgiven, be at peace among your 

 selves.  Encourage those who lack confidence, and be patient with  

 everyone.  Let no-one repay evil for evil, but seek to do good—to each  

 other and to all. 
 

 May God, the holy infant increase your hope, strengthen your faith,  

 deepen your love, and +grant you peace. 

C. Amen. 

 

 

 (Please stand as you are able) 

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  

 you in his grace. 

C. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P. Let us pray. 

C. Merciful God, you have renewed us through the love of your  

 divine light, which broke the darkness.  You crept beside us to fill  

 us with your spirit.  Through these gifts of bread and wine, gather  

 us together with all your people so that we may shine your light  

 out into our broken and hurting world.  We pray this through  

 Jesus the Christ, the Word made flesh.  Amen. 
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SERVICE OF LIGHT 

P. The light of Christ comes not by conquest, domination and  

 manipulation, but by gracious love, gladly given, and willingly  

 received.  The light of Christ comes near wherever people promise  

 together and say, 

C. Christ, we are your body: live in our hearts. 

 Christ, we are your people: govern our lives. 

 Christ, we are your witnesses: send us out in your name! 

P. Christ, the light of the world, gives each one of us light, so that we too  

 may shine with gratitude, hope and love.  Receive the light that comes  

 to you: it comes from the Christ candle, but it reaches you only through  

 your neighbors.  Receive the light from a brother or sister in Christ.   

 Hold the light, enjoy the light, be thankful for the light, take Christ’s  

 light, make it your light and then shine your light for all to see.  In the  

 Holy Spirit, we have become the light and life of Christ. 

 C. Amen. 
  

 As you pass the candlelight please hold lit candles straight and tilt the unlit 

 candle to receive the light. 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night pg 27 



27 

 



28 

 

DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

C. Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE 

 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 

 

Pastor Brandon Cian  

 

Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 

 

People of New Hope, Ministers 
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