
  

 

 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 
 

Family Christmas Eve Worship 
Christmas Eve Worship Celebration 

We welcome everyone to this celebration of our Lord's birth. During this service 
the congregation and especially the children will be invited to participate. One 
way this will occur is through the ringing of bells. Throughout the bulletin, you 
will see a picture of bells. When you see these pictures please ring your bells. 
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AS WE GATHER  
 

THE STORY OF JESUS...told and acted out by the New Hope Sunday 
School 
 
WELCOME 
 
(Please stand) 

P. Every person is welcome here: happy or sad, rejoicing and grieving,  
 seeking or believing. You are welcome, because we are all welcomed  
 by God!  And God's good news is for all of us: "To you is born this  
 day, in the city of David, a Savior who is Christ the Lord. His name  
 is Jesus which means, 'Liberator,' 'Rescuer,' 'Deliverer.'" Let yourself  
 be welcomed by the God of infinite love! Lift up your hearts! Sing,  
 and let hope be born in you! 
C.  Come Emmanuel, bring us hope again! 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P. Let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

 (Silence for reflection) 
 

C. We confess that we are not always the best children. We do not   
 always play nice, we do not always share our toys, we sometimes  
 even hurt  our family and our neighbor. We often put more food  
 on our plate than we can eat. For all these sins and for many   
 more, we are sorry.  We, your children, still run to you seeking   
 your love and forgiveness. 
 
P. Just as loving parents still love and spoil their children, even when   
 they do not live up to their full potential, so you Almighty God,  
 Parent of us all, still love and spoil us out of your limitless grace. In  
 Christ, + we have been forgiven. 
C. Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN                                                During last refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 

P.  Let us pray, 
 Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
 Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 
 and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son,  
 Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever. 
C. Amen.  
 
(Please be seated) 

 

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9: 2-7 
R. A reading from Isaiah the 9th Chapter. 
 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
(Please stand, as you are able)      
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P. The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethle-
hem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!" 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

P. The Gospel of our Lord 
C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
(Please be seated) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CHILDRENS’S MESSAGE 
FAMILY MESSAGE— Pastor Brandon Cian 



6 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please stand, as you are able) 
All sing verses 1, 3; children sing v. 2;  ring on 3rd verse.                                                
 



7 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  
We believe in God, who bends and kneels toward our world, drenching it 
with love, making it new with every breath.  We Believe! 
 

We believe in Jesus, God become human, who brought every person a spark 
of the divine.  We believe! 
 

We believe in the Spirit, hovering God, present among us, abiding, uphold-
ing, awaking all things to her grace.  We believe! 
  
We believe we are called to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
God and each other, ready for God and each other, ready for God’s reign, 
awake and alert, as we work to bring it near.  We believe! 
 

We believe we are called as Christmas comes close, to lift up our hearts in 
hope and in love, seeking God’s advent in each moment and person, each 
challenge and heartache, each blessing and joy.  We believe! 
 

This we promise to do.  Keep faithful, Lord Jesus, and come soon.  Come 
soon!  Amen. 
  

(Please be seated) 

 
 

OFFERING  
Offertory 
  
(Please stand, as you are able) 
     
Offering Song (sing to the tune of Away in a Manger) 
 

Oh, what shall I render in thanks to my Lord 
for all the good gifts by which I am restored? 
No treasure I tender could ever repay 
God's mercy and faithfulness, new every day. 
 
My hands take the cup of salvation you give; 
I'll praise you, O God, for as long as I live. 
My thanks will rise up as I call on your name, 
with all of your people your goodness proclaim. 



8 

 

PRAYER OF THE GATHERED COMMUNITY 
P. Let us pray, 
C. God with us: 
 You came as a baby to a manger. 
 You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 
 You come again in bread and wine. 
 Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
 And then, through these gifts, 
 help us to bless the lives of others 
 in the strength of your holy name. 
 Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord's promise to come and live among us.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
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Agnus Dei (sing to the tune of  Joy to the World) 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 
of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: 
have mercy now, we pray. 
have mercy now, we pray 
have mer-cy, mer-cy now, we pray 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 
of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: 
give us your peace, we pray. 
give us your peace, we pray 
give us, O gi-ive us your peace we pray 

(Please be seated) 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
  

We welcome all to God’s table.  We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 
meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-
aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have 
gluten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he 
will share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion 
please share it with our pastor or a council member. 
Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  
intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 
consecrated wine. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
 The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person, may respond with hands facing up to receive, and may respond 
 Amen. 
 

The following hymns will be sung during communion:   
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(Please stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P. Let us pray, 
C. Dear God, with our ears we have heard your promise to live among us  
 forever and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word 
 take flesh in us as we tell others the story of your love, revealing your 
 glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.  Amen. 

SEND 
We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 

 

BENEDICTION 
P. May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph,  
 the joy of  the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds and the peace and  
 hope of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit  
 bless you now and forever.  
C. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Glory to God in the highest! 
C. Peace to God’s people on earth! 
P. Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 
Church Address: 
119 Cobblestone Court 
P.O. Box 96 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 
Phone: 422-8417 

We are a part of ... 
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