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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 who brings us safely through the sea, 
 who gives us water from the rock, 
 who leads us into the land of milk and honey. 
C. Amen. 
P. Let us come home to God, confessing our sin. 
  
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. Merciful Father, 
C. we have sinned against heaven and before you. 
 We do not fully live as your sons and daughters. 
 We use your gifts to our own ends. 
 Forgive us and restore us, 
 that we may resist all that draws us away from you, 
 and be at peace with one another. Amen. 
P. We are reconciled to God through Christ; 
 for his sake, God does not count our trespasses against us. 
 Once dead in sin, we are now alive to God. 
 Once lost, we now are found. 
 God clothes you in the finest robe of all, 

 the righteousness of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

 forgiving you all your sins 
 and making of you a new creation. 
C. Amen  
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GATHERING HYMN   
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GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P.   Let us pray, 
C. God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting 
life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your 
mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story 

  
FIRST READING: Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18  
  
R. A reading from Genesis the 15th chapter. 
 1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram 
said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of 
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no off-
spring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of 
the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven 
and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him 
as righteousness. 
  7Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chalde-
ans, to give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to 
know that I shall possess it?” 9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, 
a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pi-
geon.” 10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over 
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And when birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
  12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and 
terrifying darkness descended upon him. 
  17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flam-
ing torch passed between these pieces. 18On that day the Lord made a covenant 
with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”  
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17--4:1 
  
R. A reading from Philippians, the 3rd and 4th chapters. 
  
 17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live accord-
ing to the example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of 
Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their 
end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from 
there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the 
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the 
power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.4:1Therefore, my 
brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 
Lord in this way, my beloved.  

R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 27 

  
1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 

  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
 2When evildoers close in against me to de- | vour my flesh, 
  they, my foes and my enemies, will stum- | ble and fall. 
 3Though an army encamp against me, my heart | will not fear. 
  Though war rise up against me, my trust will | not be shaken. 
 4One thing I ask of the Lord; one | thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze 
upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God | in the temple. R 
 5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a 
rock. 
 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I 
will sing and make music | to the Lord. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand as you are able) 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35  
 
31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, 
for Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, 
‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and 
on the third day I finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must 
be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusa-
lem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35See, your house is 
left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, 
‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”  
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 (please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 



10 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please stand, as you are able)  
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell, 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Hearing the call to return to the Lord, let us join the whole people of God 
in prayer for all who cry out in pain and in hope.  
 

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Lord, in your mercy, 
 C. hear our prayer. 
 
P. To you, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

boundless mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
 
C. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C. And also with you. 
 
 (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. 
C. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words 
 of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from 
 your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING 
Offertory 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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(Continued on next page) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

WE ARE SENT TO TELL OTHERS GOD’S STORY 
 
BENEDICTION  
P. The blessing of God Almighty, 
 the wisdom and power of + Christ Jesus, 
 and the light of the Holy Spirit 
 be among you and remain with you always. 
C. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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