
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Maundy Thursday 
April 2, 2015 

Maundy Thursday is the beginning of the Three Days -- the ancient  

observance of the mystery of our salvation, which plunges the faithful into 

the death of Jesus and brings them with him to the resurrection life. The 

Three Days begin with one liturgy extending from Thursday evening 

through the Easter Vigil service. 
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PRELUDE 

(Please stand.) 

GIFTS GIVEN 

GOD'S FORGIVENESS 

 

P. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin 

 and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin 

 against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three 

 Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
 
 Silence for self-examination 
 
P. Most merciful God, 

C. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

 done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

 whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

 of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

 lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

 the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

 his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

 church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire  

 forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 

 of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 
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Only sing verses 1-4 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P. Let us pray.   Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a 

 new covenant for all people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the  

 dignity of service. Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of 

 our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh 

 our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen.  

 

GOD'S WORD 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

P. The Holy Gospel according to John the 13th chapter. 

C. Glory to you, O Lord 

 

GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to  

depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 

world, he loved them to the end.  2The devil had already put it into the heart of  

Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper  3Jesus, knowing that 

the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 

was going to God,  4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself.  5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the  

disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  6He came 

to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"  7Jesus 

answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand."  
8Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash 

you, you have no share with me."  9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet  

only but also my hands and my head!"  10Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 

though not all of you."  11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 

said, "Not all of you are clean." 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his 

robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have 

done to you?  13You call me Teacher and Lord — and you are right, for that is what 

I am.  14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another's feet.  15For I have set you an example, that you also should do 

as I have done to you.  16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their  
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master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  17If you know 

these things, you are blessed if you do them.  31b"Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  32If God has been glorified in him, 

God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  33Little children, 

I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 

now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  34I give you a new  

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another.  35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another." 

P. The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

(Please be seated) 

 

FOOTWASHING 

 

P.  On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as 

 he has loved us.  We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love 

 one another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant.  Our 

 commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet,  

 following the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death. 
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(Please stand)  

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE GATHERED COMMUNITY 

P. Jesus, remember us when you come into your kingdom. Hear our prayers. 

P. For your church around the world, 

C. we ask new life. 

P. For all who carry out ministries in your church, 

C. we ask grace and wisdom. 

P. For people who have accepted spiritual disciplines, 

C. we ask inspired discipleship. 

P. For Christians of every land, 

C. we ask new unity in your name. 

P. For Jews and Muslims and people of other faiths, 

C. we ask your divine blessing. 

P. For those who cannot believe, 

C. we ask your faithful love. 
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P. For governors and rulers in every land, 

C. we ask your guidance and peace. 

P. For people who suffer and in sorrow, 

C. we ask your healing comfort and presence. 
 

 Brief silence to lift up personal prayers 
 

P.  Holy God, your Word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a sinful world and 

 brought humanity the gift of reconciliation by the suffering and death he  

 endured. Teach those who bear his name to follow the example he gave us. 

 May our faith, hope, and love turn hatred to compassion, conflict to peace, 

 and death to eternal life; through Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen.   
 

MEAL FOR DISCIPLES 
 

  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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P. It is indeed right, out duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P. Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

 Your mercy is everlasting 

 and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

 to the land of milk and honey. 

 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P. With this bread and cup 

 we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

 as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C. Christ has died. 

 Christ is risen. 

 Christ will come again. 
 

P. O God of resurrection and new life: 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

 Bless this feast. 

 Grace our table with your presence. 

C. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P. Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

 Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

 Breathe new life into us. 

 Send us forth, 

 burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P. With [name/s and] your holy ones of all times and places, 

 with the earth and all its creatures, 

 with sun and moon and stars, 

 we praise you, O God, 

 blessed and holy Trinity, 

 now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

P. Let us pray together the prayer our Lord has taught us. 

C. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

 evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. 

 Amen.  
 

P. Where charity and love abide, there is God. Rejoice in this holy communion. 

C. Thanks be to God! 
 

(Please be seated) 

  (Please be seated) 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

We welcome all to God’s table.  We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 

meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-

aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have 

gluten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he 

will share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion 

please share it with our pastor or a council member. 
 

Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  

intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 

consecrated wine. 
 

The following hymns will be sung during communion:   
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The following hymns are sung during communion: 
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P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace.  

C. Amen.  
 

P. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 

 whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen. 
 

GIFTS TAKEN AWAY 
 

THE HOLY THURSDAY MOMENT 

P.  Maundy Thursday gives us a glimpse into both the best and worst of what it 

 is to be a feeling, living person. It sends us careening between great joy and 

 great confusion. The emotions of this day match that of a wedding feast and 

 a family funeral all happening within one day. In this night we get a glimpse 

 of our world's ups and downs; a divine meal provided to all and soldiers foot

 steps approaching, a promise of love eternal and a friendship betrayed, an  

 example of servant leadership and a hint that even the most faithful disciple 

 can deny Jesus three times. Tonight is full of mixed emotions – gain and 

 loss, joy and sorrow – these are the tensions between life and death we  

 encounter everyday. Maundy Thursday is a day of gifts given and gifts taken 

 away. We have celebrated the gifts we have been given – forgiveness, God's 

 word, and the Lord's supper. Now we come face to face with what is taken 

 away this night. 
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STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR  

 As Psalm 22 is read the altar is stripped of all its furnishings, symbolic of 

Christ's arrest into the hands of his captors and being stripped of his glory. When 

the altar is bare, you may remain for quiet prayer and meditation, but please exit 

the church in silence. No benediction is given, for the service continues tomorrow 

as we commemorate our Lord's crucifixion and comes to a dramatic conclusion on 

Saturday night and Sunday morning as we celebrate our Lord's victory over death. 
 

Psalm 22  
 

P. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from 

 helping me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but 

 you do not answer, and by night, but find no rest. Yet you are holy, enthroned 

 on the praises of Israel. In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you  

 delivered them. To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and 

 were not put to shame. But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, 

 and despised by the people. All who see me mock at me; they make mouths 

 at me, they shake their heads; "Commit your cause to the LORD; let him  

 deliver —let him rescue the one in whom he delights!" Yet it was you who 

 took me from the womb you kept me safe on my mother's breast. On you I 

 was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my 

 God. Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

 Many bulls encircle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me; they open wide 

 their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. I am poured out like  

 water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax;  it is  

 melted within my breast; my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my 

 tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. For dogs are all 

 around me; a company of evildoers encircles me. My hands and feet have 

 shriveled; I can count all my bones. They stare and gloat over me; they divide 

 my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots. But you, O 

 LORD, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to my aid! Deliver my 

 soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog! Save me from the 

 mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. I 

 will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters in the midst of the  

 congregation I will praise you: You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you 

 offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, all you offspring of  

 Israel! For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did 

 not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him. From you comes 

 my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who  
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 fear him.  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek  him shall praise 

 the LORD. May your hearts live forever! All the ends  of the earth shall  

 remember turn to the LORD; and all the families of the nations shall worship 

 before him. For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the  

 nations. To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before 

 him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. Posterity 

 will serve him; future generations will be told about the LORD, and proclaim 

 his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it. 
 

Upon leaving, we depart in silence, as the service continues on Good 

Friday, leaving our offerings at the door.     
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