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(Please Gather Outside – Weather Permitting) 

 

THE CONGREGATION GATHERS OUTSIDE AROUND A SMALL FIRE 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 

 

P. Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy morning when our Savior 

 Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout 

 the world in prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and 

 the word, through water, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ's death and 

 resurrection, share Christ's triumph over sin and death, and await Christ's 

 coming again in glory. We come like the women to the tomb and see the 

 light of the fire shining in the darkness. We come searching for hope. This 

 morning we gather by the new light of a fire.  But we come seeking God's 

 eternal light found in the Savior of the world.  

  

THE DAWN OF EASTER 

P. Whom do you seek in the tomb, O followers of Christ? 

C. Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified! 

P. Let us pray…..Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life 

 to all the world. Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth 

 with the brightness of Christ's rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal 

 light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen. 

 

GOSPEL   John 20:1–10 
P.  The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th Chapter. 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  2So she ran 

and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him."  3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 

toward the tomb.  4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first.  5He bent down to look in and saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  6Then Simon Peter came, following 

him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there,  7and the  
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cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 

up in a place by itself.  8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 

went in, and he saw and believed;  9for as yet they did not understand the scrip-

ture, that he must rise from the dead.  10Then the disciples returned to their 

homes. 

  

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

P. May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and 

 minds. 

P. The light of Christ. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
 

(The congregation proceeds into the narthex and gathers around the baptismal 

font.) 
 

P. The light of Christ. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

P. When we were joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we were clothed 

 with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Trusting in the word of life given in  

 baptism, we are gathered in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and the 

 Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

  

P. Sisters and brothers, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come  

 before God to make public affirmation of our baptism into Christ. 
 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister prays. 
  
P. Let us pray…..Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your 

 own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself,  

 enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the  

 community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and  

 promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to 

 new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.  

C. Amen. 
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P. I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 

 of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C. I renounce them. 

P. Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C. I renounce them. 

P. Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C. I renounce them. 

P. Do you believe in God the Father? 

C. I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

       creator of heaven and earth. 

P. Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

        he descended into hell. 

       On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

       he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

       and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P. Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P. You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in              

      the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

      to live among God's faithful people, 

      to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 

      to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

      to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

      and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C. I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

P. People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your 

 life in Christ? 

C. We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

P. Let us pray…..We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 

 Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

 Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit, and renew our lives with 

 your forgiveness, grace and love, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
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(The congregation proceeds into the nave as we sing the hymn together) 

Continued on next page 
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P. The light of Christ. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

P.  Let us pray.  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for 

 our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the 

 power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him 

 forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our  

 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

 forever. 

C. Amen. 
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READING Acts 10:34-43 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no par-

tiality,  35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is ac-

ceptable to him.  36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preach-

ing peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all.  37That message spread throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  38how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 

with him.  39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;  40but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear,  41not to all the people but to us who were 

chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead.  42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  43All the prophets testi-

fy about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name." 
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P. The conclusion of our gospel from John the 20th chapter. 
 

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look in-

to the tomb;  12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 

had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  13They said to her, 

"Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him."  14When she had said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  
15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away."  16Jesus said to 

her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means 

Teacher).  17Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet as-

cended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my 

Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  18Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had 

said these things to her.  

P. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

Continued on next page 
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(Please be Seated) 

 

SERMON Pastor Brandon Cian 

 

P. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

(Please stand) 
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PRAYERS OF THE GATHERED COMMUNITY 

P. Made alive to God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 

 and all of God’s creation.  
 
 After each petition,  
 
 P. Hear us, O God. 

 C. Your mercy is great. 
  

P. Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  

 mercy, through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Savior. 

C. Amen. 

 

 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended into hell, 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERING  PRAYER 

P. Let us pray,  Blessed are you O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day 

 you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

 give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 

 those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 

OFFERING 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

Offertory 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

EUCHARISTIC  PRAYER 

P. Gracious God, in great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out 

 to those in need, who preached the good news, who walked with the sick and 

 suffering, and who on the cross opened his arms with love to all. We ask your 

 Holy Spirit to enter into this bread and wine, so that we may be strengthened 

 and empowered by you to reach out, to preach, to walk and to share your love 

 in our lives of service to others.  
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

 thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

 body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all to drink 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we  

 proclaim the mystery of faith.   
 

C. Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

P. We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among 

 your people; throughout the world.  Let us pray. 
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Continued on next page 
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P. The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. Come to this 

 table where you are known and loved.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
We welcome all to God’s table.   We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 

meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-

aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have 

gluten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he 

will share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion  

please share it with our pastor or a council member. 

 

Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  

intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 

consecrated wine. 
 
The following hymns are sung during communion: 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace. 

C. Amen.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have  

 united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth 

 in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 

 world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C. Amen. 
 

 

BENEDICTION 

P. The God of all grace, who has called you to eternal glory in Christ, restore, 

 support, strengthen, and + bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit, now and 

 forever.. 

C. Amen. 
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P. Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

C. He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  

P. Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

C. He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

P. Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

C. He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

P. Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord! 

C. Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Brandon Cian  

 

Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 

 

People of New Hope, Ministers 
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