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AS WE GATHER 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  

P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for Worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 (Please stand as you are able) 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

 the creator of wind and rain, field and ocean, 

 the bread of life coming down from above, 

 the power at work within us and this world. 

C. Amen. 
 
P. Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, 

 let us confess our sin. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. God and Father of all, 

C. we confess that we have sinned against you 

 in thought, word, and deed. 

 We have thought better of ourselves than others. 

 We have told lies, said hurtful things, 

 acted in ways we wish we could take back, 

 and looked the other way when action was needed. 

 In your mercy, O God, 

 forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, 

 for the sake of Jesus, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
P. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

 everything old has passed away; 

 everything has become new! 

 In Christ, + you are a new creation: 

 your sins are taken away and you are made new. 

 Be kind to one another, 

 tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

 as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

C. Amen. 



3 

 

GATHERING HYMN  

GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE        
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WE HEAR GOD'S STORY 

 

FIRST READING:   Genesis 3:8–15  
 
R. A reading from Genesis, the 3rd chapter. 
 
8They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 

evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

LORD God among the trees of the garden.  9But the LORD God called to the 

man, and said to him, "Where are you?"  10He said, "I heard the sound of you in 

the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself."  11He said, 

"Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?"  12The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be 

with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate."  13Then the LORD God said 

to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent 

tricked me, and I ate."  14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

 "Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you among all animals 

 and among all wild creatures; 

 upon your belly you shall go, 

 and dust you shall eat 

 all the days of your life. 

  15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and hers; 

 he will strike your head, 

 and you will strike his heel."\ 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 

P.   Let us pray, 

C. All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat 

 into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph 

 over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

 Lord.  Amen. 

 (Please be seated) 
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PSALM:   Psalm 130  
1Out | of the depths 

 I cry to | you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, | hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

 O LORD, | who could stand? 
4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

 in order that you | may be feared.    
5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 

 in your word | is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those 

who keep watch | for the morning, 

 more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 

 with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 

 from | all their sins.    

SECOND READING:   2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1  

 
R. A reading from Corinthians, the 4th chapter. 

 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  2He came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 

come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence 

of God."  3Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 

of God without being born from above."  4Nicodemus said to him, "How can any-

one be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's 

womb and be born?"  5Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  6What is born of the flesh 

is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7Do not be astonished that I said to 

you, 'You must be born from above.'  8The wind blows where it chooses, and you 

hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So 

it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."  9Nicodemus said to him, "How can 

these things be?"  10Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you 

do not understand these things? 

 (Continued) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

(Please stand as you are able) 

  11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 

have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony.  12If I have told you about earthly 

things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 

things?  13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man.  14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-

ness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  15that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life. 

  16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved through him. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDRENS’ SERMON  

 

SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 3rd Chapter 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL:   Mark 3:20–35  
20and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat.  21When his 

family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, "He has 

gone out of his mind."  22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, 

"He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons."  23And he 

called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan?  
24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  25And if a 

house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.  26And if Satan 

has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come.  
27But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his property without first 

tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 

  28Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blas-

phemies they utter;  29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never 

have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin" —  30for they had said, "He has an 

unclean spirit." 

  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to 

him and called him.  32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, 

"Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you."  33And he 

replied, "Who are my mother and my brothers?"  34And looking at those who sat 

around him, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers!  35Whoever does the 

will of God is my brother and sister and mother." 

P. The Gospel of our Lord. 

C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 (please be seated) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please stand, as you are able)  
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WE CONNECT TO GOD'S STORY 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended into hell, 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P. Trusting the Spirit's power, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

 God's creation. 

 
 After each petition, 
 
 P. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C. hear our prayer. 

 

P. Receive these prayers, gracious God, and those prayers known only to you. 

 We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 

 

 (Please be seated) 



11 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P. Let us pray. 

C. God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 

 your  hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may 

 come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 

 Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING 

Offertory 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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WE ARE SENT TO TELL OTHERS GOD’S STORY 
 

BENEDICTION  
P. Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 bless, preserve, and keep you this day and forevermore. 

C. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 

special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  

anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 

struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 

 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 
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DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE 

 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 

 

Pastor Brandon Cian  

 

Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 

 

People of New Hope, Ministers 
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