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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how 

should I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us 

have been here a long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning just 

we are. Maybe you had a sleepless night or a long week, maybe you're just happy 

or crabby. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. You can be 

you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted and 

touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  

As we gather… 

 
We are part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and 

Sinner, Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, 

mothers, grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the 

scriptures with is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we 

trust, through the Holy Spirit, in the big word that starts with G: Grace! JE-

SUS LOVES YOU!  
 

We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that 

has candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. It's located on 

the right side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle 

and light it from another candle that’s lit; if there are no candles lit there are 

matches available. Write down your prayer or person to pray for and it will 

be included during the prayers of intercession during worship.  
 

Part of New Hope’s history has been starting fresh and welcoming all. In fact 

that’s what we do each and every Sunday with our confession and for-

giveness where we are invited to start anew and get back on track with our 

lives. In other words, no one has it together including the Pastor.  

 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to 

every question, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so 

much the object of our knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  

 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  

P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 (Please stand as you are able) 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

 the creator of wind and rain, field and ocean, 

 the bread of life coming down from above, 

 the power at work within us and this world. 

C. Amen. 
 
P. Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, 

 let us confess our sin. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. God and Father of all, 

C. we confess that we have sinned against you 

 in thought, word, and deed. 

 We have thought better of ourselves than others. 

 We have told lies, said hurtful things, 

 acted in ways we wish we could take back, 

 and looked the other way when action was needed. 

 In your mercy, O God, 

 forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, 

 for the sake of Jesus, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
P. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

 everything old has passed away; 

 everything has become new! 

 In Christ, + we are a new creation: 

 our sins are taken away and we are made new. 

 Be kind to one another, 

 tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

 as God in Christ has forgiven us. 

C. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  

GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE        
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WE HEAR GOD'S STORY 

 

FIRST READING:   Amos 7:7–15  
 
R. A reading from Amos,  the 7th chapter. 
 
7This is what he showed me: the LORD was standing beside a wall built with a 

plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.  8And the LORD said to me, "Amos, 

what do you see?" And I said, "A plumb line." Then the LORD said, 

 "See, I am setting a plumb line 

 in the midst of my people Israel; 

 I will never again pass them by; 

  9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 

 and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

 and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword."  

  10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 

"Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land 

is not able to bear all his words.  11For thus Amos has said, 

 'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

 and Israel must go into exile 

 away from his land.'" 

  12And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn 

your bread there, and prophesy there;  13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it 

is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom."  

  14Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but 

I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees,  15and the LORD took me from 

following the flock, and the LORD said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.' 

 R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 

P.   Let us pray, 

C. O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

 works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,  

 that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that 

 we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

 quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 (Please be seated) 
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PSALM:   Psalm 85:8–13  
8I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying; 

 for you speak peace to your faithful people 

 and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

 that your glory may dwell | in our land.    
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

 righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

 and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 

 and our land will | yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 

 and shall prepare for | God a pathway.    

SECOND READING:    Ephesians 1:3–14  

 
R. A reading from Ephesians, the 1st chapter. 

 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  4just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love.  5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 

to the good pleasure of his will,  6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7In him we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace  8that he lav-

ished on us. With all wisdom and insight  9he has made known to us the mystery of 

his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,  10as a plan for 

the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth.  11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined ac-

cording to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his coun-

sel and will,  12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live 

for the praise of his glory.  13In him you also, when you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 

seal of the promised Holy Spirit;  14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward re-

demption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 



8 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

(Please stand as you are able) 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Mark, 6th Chapter 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL:   Mark 6:14–29  
14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were saying, 

"John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers 

are at work in him."  15But others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is a 

prophet, like one of the prophets of old."  16But when Herod heard of it, he said, 

"John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." 

  17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put 

him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had 

married her.  18For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have 

your brother's wife."  19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill 

him. But she could not,  20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 

and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly per-

plexed; and yet he liked to listen to him.  21But an opportunity came when Herod 

on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 

Galilee.  22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod 

and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I 

will give it."  23And he solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give  

    (Continued on next page) 
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CHILDRENS’ SERMON  

 

SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 

you, even half of my kingdom."  24She went out and said to her mother, "What 

should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer."  25Immediately she 

rushed back to the king and requested, "I want you to give me at once the head of 

John the Baptist on a platter."  26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for 

his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.  27Immediately the king 

sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded 

him in the prison,  28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the 

girl gave it to her mother.  29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took 

his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

P. The Gospel of our Lord. 

C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 (please be seated) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please stand, as you are able)  

(Continued on next page) 
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WE CONNECT TO GOD'S STORY 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended into hell, 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P. Trusting the Spirit's power, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

 God's creation. 

 
 After each petition, 
 
 P. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C. hear our prayer. 

 

P. Receive these prayers, gracious God, and those prayers known only to you. 

 We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 

 

 (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P. Let us pray. 

C. God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 

 your  hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may 

 come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 

 Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING 

Offertory 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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MEAL FOR DISCIPLES 
 

  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P. It is indeed right, out duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn 

P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 
 

P. Lift up your hearts. 

C. We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P. Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C. Christ has died. 

 Christ is risen. 

 Christ will come again. 
 

P. With this bread and cup 

 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

 full of grace and truth. 

 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

 We look with hope for his coming. 

C. Come, Lord Jesus. 

(Continued on next page) 
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P. Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

 Come among us. 

 Bless this meal. 

 May your Word take flesh in us. 

 Awaken your people. 

 Fill us with your light. 

 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P. All praise and glory are yours, 

 Holy One of Israel, 

 Word of God incarnate, 

 Power of the Most High, 

 one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 

Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

       now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P.  Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever  

 believes in me will never be thirsty." 

(Please be seated) 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

We welcome all to God’s table.  We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 

meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-

aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have 

gluten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he 

will share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion 

please share it with our pastor or a council member. 
 

Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  

intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 

consecrated wine. 
 

The following hymns will be sung during communion:   
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(Continued on next page) 
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(Only Sing verses 1-4) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Please stand as you are able) 

P. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  

 keep  you in his grace. 

C.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P. Let us pray. 

C. Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have 

 fed us again with the food of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing 

 to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to your feast; through 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

 (Please be seated) 

BLESSING AND SENDING FOR MISSION 

 

P. Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and seek God's blessing as 

 we send these youth to The National Youth Gathering.   
 
 Let us pray.  

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  

 You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you.  

 We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth  

 in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us. 
 
 Renew in us the commitment  

 to use our gifts in the service of others, and especially of those in need.  

 Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless,  

 clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast, + 

 welcome the stranger, care for creation,  

 and be loving neighbors to all people. 
 
 Bless those who go out from here to labor to Detroit, Michigan.  

 Prosper the work of their hands.  

 Bless those who receive [them and] the fruits of their labor,  

 and may those who are sent receive blessing in return.  

 May the gifts they use and share be signs of your love to all people.  

 (Continued on next page) 
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WE ARE SENT TO TELL OTHERS GOD’S STORY 
 

BENEDICTION  
P. Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 bless, preserve, and keep you this day and forevermore. 

C. Amen. 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 

special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  

anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 

struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 

 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

 To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ,  

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and for

 ever. 

C. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE 

 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 

 

Pastor Brandon Cian  

 

Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 

 

People of New Hope, Ministers 
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