
  

 

 

Sunday August 28, 2016 
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

“Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy 
baptism we have a place at the banquet table of the Lord. When, by the power of 
that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can 

be more inviting still.”  

 
119 Cobblestone Court 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 

Phone: 422-8417 

www.newhopespringmills.org 
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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 abounding in steadfast love toward us, 
 healing the sick and raising the dead, 
 showering us with every good gift. 
C. Amen. 
P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. Just and gracious God, 
C. we come to you for healing and life. 
 Our sins hurt others and diminish us; 
 we confess them to you. 
 Our lives bear the scars of sin; 
 we bring these also to you. 
 Show us your mercy, O God. 
 Bind up our wounds, 
 forgive us our sins, 
 and free us to love, 
 for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
P.  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

 his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
 the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the  

 entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

 the ☩  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen  
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GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE        
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P.   Let us pray, 
C.  O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are 

 humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the  
 generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
  

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story

 

 
FIRST READING: Proverbs 25: 6-7  
 R. A reading from Proverbs, the 25th chapter. 
 
6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
  or stand in the place of the great; 
 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.  
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 112 

   
 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord 
  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. R 
 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
  and their righteousness will | last forever. 
 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
 5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
 6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.  
 7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord. 
 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forev
 er; 
   they will hold up their | head with honor. 
 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine 
 away; 
  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.  
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  
 R. A reading from Hebrews, the 13th chapter. 
 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those 
who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being 
tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in 
honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge forni-
cators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be con-
tent with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 
6So we can say with confidence,  
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
  7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not 
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand as you are able) 
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P. The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 14th chapter 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL:  Luke 14:1, 7-14  
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees 
to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 
  7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a par-
able. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down 
at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invit-
ed by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, 
‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the 
lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so 
that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then 
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” 
  12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a 
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neigh-
bors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when 
you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And 
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.” 
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 (please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 
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(Please stand as you are able) 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, 
 and all in need. 

 

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Hear us, O God. 
 C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. 
C. God of mercy and grace, 
 the eyes of all wait upon you, 
 and you open your hand in blessing. 
 Fill us with good things at your table, 
 that we may come to the help of all in need, 
 through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
 Amen. 

OFFERING 
Offertory 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 



14 

 

MEAL  
  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

  
The Great Thanksgiving 
  
  

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
  
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn 
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(Continued on next page) 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P. Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 

you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
 

You formed the earth from chaos; 
you encircled the globe with air; 
you created fire for warmth and light; 
you nourish the lands with water. 
You molded us in your image, 
and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper than the seas, 
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 

 
That also we, estranged and dying, 
might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
         
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Together as the body of Christ, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

C. Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

 Christ will come again.  
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P. With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 
the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, 
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 
We await his coming, 
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 
all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

C. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P. Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 

send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 
whose breath revives us for life, 
whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

C. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P. Holy and benevolent God, 

receive our praise and petitions, 
as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 
and fill us with your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
           

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
     your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
  

Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever. Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
  

We welcome all to God’s table.  We believe the real presence of Christ is in this 
meal. All baptized persons are welcome to commune. All individuals are encour-
aged to come forward for a blessing. If you have an allergy to wheat, we have glu-
ten free bread and wine.  Please simply tell the Pastor “gluten free” and he will 
share the appropriate elements.  If you have a question about communion please 
share it with our pastor or a council member. 
Instructions: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be distributed by  
intinction. Upon receiving the bread, move to the chalice and dip the bread in the 
consecrated wine. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
 The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person, may respond with hands facing up to receive, and may respond 
 Amen. 
 

The following hymns will be sung during communion:   

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P.  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

 
SEND 

We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 
 
BENEDICTION  
P. The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor 

 and ☩ give you peace. 
C.  Amen. 
 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 

P. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
 keep  you in his grace. 
C.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P. Let us pray. 
C. O God, as a mother comforts her child, 
 so you comfort your people, 
 carrying us in your arms 
 and satisfying us with this food and drink, 
 the body and blood of Christ. 
 Send us now as your disciples, 
 announcing peace and proclaiming 
 that the reign of God has come near; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
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We are a part of ... 

 

Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America www.elca.org 

http://www.newhopespringmills.org
http://www.alleghenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org

