
  

 

 
119 Cobblestone Court 
Spring Mills, PA 16875 

Phone: 422-8417 
www.newhopespringmills.org 

 

Sunday August 7, 2016 
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 



2 

 

Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 abounding in steadfast love toward us, 
 healing the sick and raising the dead, 
 showering us with every good gift. 
C. Amen. 
P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. Just and gracious God, 
C. we come to you for healing and life. 
 Our sins hurt others and diminish us; 
 we confess them to you. 
 Our lives bear the scars of sin; 
 we bring these also to you. 
 Show us your mercy, O God. 
 Bind up our wounds, 
 forgive us our sins, 
 and free us to love, 
 for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
P.  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

 his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
 the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the  

 entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

 the ☩  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen  
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GATHERING HYMN   
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GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE        
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.   Let us pray, 
C. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 
 church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be 
 ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord. 
 Amen.   
 (Please be seated) 

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story

 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
 R. A reading from Genesis , the 15th chapter. 
 
1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, 
“O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no off-
spring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the 
Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own is-
sue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven 
and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to 
him as righteousness. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22 

 12Happy is the nation whose God | is the Lord! 
  Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage! 
 13The Lord looks | down from heaven, 
  and sees all | humankind. 
 14God sits firmly en- | throned and watches 
  all who dwell | on the earth. 
 15God fashions | all their hearts 
  and observes | all their deeds.  
 16A king is not saved by the size | of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength. 
 17The horse gives vain | hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it | cannot save. 
 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O Lord, 
  upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 
 19to deliver their | lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in | time of famine.  
 20Our innermost being waits for | you, O Lord, 
  our helper | and our shield. 
 21Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you, 
  for in your holy name we | put our trust. 
 22Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, | be upon us, 
  even as we place our | hope in you.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand as you are able) 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 R. A reading from Hebrews, the 11th chapter. 
 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 
things that are not visible. 
 
  8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By 
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same prom-
ise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was 
too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who 
had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, de-
scendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 
grains of sand by the seashore.” 
  13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 
are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a bet-
ter country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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P. The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 12th chapter 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL:  Luke 12:32-40  

 [Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 
  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are wait-
ing for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the 
door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom 
the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and 
have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during 
the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
  39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 
was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 (please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
(Please stand, as you are able)  
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WE CONNECT TO GOD’S STORY 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell, 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, 
 and all in need. 

 

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Hear us, O God. 
 C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. 
C. God of mercy and grace, 
 the eyes of all wait upon you, 
 and you open your hand in blessing. 
 Fill us with good things at your table, 
 that we may come to the help of all in need, 
 through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
 Amen. 

OFFERING 
Offertory 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

 
SEND 

We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 
 
BENEDICTION  
P. The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor 

 and ☩ give you peace. 
C.  Amen. 
 
 

(Please be seated) 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
 

 

“Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is 
God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to 
the “little flock” of which we are a part today in assembly. Faith, God’s bap-
tismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.” 
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