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www.newhopespringmills.org 

 

 

Sunday September 4, 2016 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

“Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship today, we might be helped by 
translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my 
heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of the Christ in 
the blessed sacrament and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism,  

we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in  
God as our own.”  
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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 
I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 
long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 
sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 
You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 
and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 
Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 
is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 
Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  

 
We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 
side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 
another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 
Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 
prayers of intercession in worship.  

 
Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-
ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 
from the main doors. 

 
Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 
your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 
you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 
as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 
and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-
tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  
 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  
P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 the only Sovereign, who dwells in light; 
 Christ Jesus, who came to save sinners; 
 the Holy Spirit, who lives within us. 
C. Amen. 
P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. God of overflowing grace, 
C. we come to you with repentant hearts. 
 Forgive us for shallow thankfulness. 
 Forgive us for passing by the ones in need. 
 Forgive us for setting our hopes on fleeting treasures. 
 Forgive us our neglect and thoughtlessness. 
 Bring us home from the wilderness of sin, 
 and strengthen us to serve you 
 in all that we do and say; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
P. There is joy in heaven over every sinner who repents. 

 By the grace of God in ☩ Christ Jesus, 
 who gave himself up for us all, 
 your sins are forgiven and you are made free. 
 Rejoice with the angels and with one another! 
 We are home in God’s mercy, now and forever. 
C. Amen  
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 GATHERING HYMN   



5 

 

GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE        
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.   Let us pray, 
C. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that 
 in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify 
 your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen.   
 (Please be seated) 

WORD  
We Hear God’s Story

 

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 R. A reading from Deuteronomy, the 30th chapter. 
 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, 
by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his command-
ments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the 
Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if 
your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 
gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not 
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 
20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means 
life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore 
to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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(Continued on next page) 

PSALM: Psalm 1 

 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law | of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with      
 leaves that | do not wither; 
   everything they | do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
 6For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.   
 

SECOND READING: 1 - 21 
 R. A reading from Philemon.  
 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 
our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4When 
I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing 
of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do 
for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, 
because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 
duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as 
an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for 
my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(Please stand as you are able) 

  11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and 
to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep 
him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my impris-
onment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in or-
der that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps 
this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have 
him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved broth-
er—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord.17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my 
account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit 
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I 
am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
R. The word of the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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P. The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 14th chapter 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL:  Luke 14:25-33 
25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 
26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever 
does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This 
fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to 
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delega-
tion and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 
P. The Gospel of our Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 (please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
(Please stand, as you are able)  
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WE CONNECT TO GOD’S STORY 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell, 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P. Rejoicing in the Spirit’s work among us, let us pray for the church, the 
 world, and all those in need. 

 

 After each petition, 
 

 P. Hear us, O God. 
 C. Hear our prayer. 
 
P. Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
 your mercy; through your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
C. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C.  And also with you.                                                        
 
  (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. 
C. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills 
 were gathered together to become one bread, 
 so let your church be gathered together 
 from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 

OFFERING 
Offertory 
 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 
special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  
anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 
struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 
 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

 
SEND 

We Are Sent to Tell God’s Story 
 
BENEDICTION  
P. God Almighty send you light and truth 
 to keep you all the days of your life. 
 The hand of God protect you; 
 the holy angels accompany you; 
 and the blessing of almighty God, 

 the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be with you now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
 
 

(Please be seated) 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you again. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Pastor Brandon Cian  
 
Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 
 
People of New Hope, Ministers 
 

 



19 

 

 
Copyright Information: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved  Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual         License #20612. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 
One License # A-700993:  
CCLI #1938780:   

 

Connect with us 
New Hope: www.newhopespringmills.org               
Allegheny Synod website: http://www.alleghenysynod.org/ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americawww.elca.org 

We are a part of ... 

http://www.newhopespringmills.org
http://www.alleghenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org

