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Peace be to you 
We are glad you’re with us this morning. 
 
As we gather for worship you may have some questions on your mind like “how should 

I be feeling?” or “where should I sit?” Have no fear because some of us have been here a 

long time and some are brand new. We gather this morning as we are. Maybe you had a 

sleepless night or a long week. No matter what please know that YOU are welcome here. 

You can be you but our Hope at New Hope is that you come away refreshed, uplifted 

and touched by God in some way. Thanks for being here.  
 

As we gather… 
 

We are part of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are Saint and Sinner, 

Christian, we are children of God, we are husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, 

grandparents and so much more. The lens that we look through the scriptures with 

is called Lutheran. There’s much more to it that that but we trust, through the Holy 

Spirit, in the big word that starts with G, Grace! JESUS LOVES YOU!  
 

We love to pray. In fact one of the ways we pray is through a prayer station that has 

candles and a place to write your prayers if you choose. Its located on the right 

side wall next to the door that goes outside. Simply take a candle and light it from 

another candle that’s lit, if there are no candles lit there are matches available. 

Write down your prayer or person to pray for and that will be included during the 

prayers of intercession in worship.  
 

Restrooms are located throughout the building. The first is the second door on your 

right as you enter through the main doors, this is also the location of a baby chang-

ing station and is unisex. The other two are located in the long hallway, just across 

from the main doors. 
 

Questions about children: Children are always welcome in worship. However for 

your convenience there is a cry room located in the long hallway, first door on 

your left. If your child needs to be taken out for a few moments please feel free, 

you won’t disturb worship. We simply ask you bring your child back into worship 

as soon as you feel is it appropriate. We want nothing more than for your child, 

and you, to have a positive and meaningful experience while at New Hope.  
 

Kallistos Ware writes “It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every ques-

tion, but to make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 

knowledge as the cause of our wonder.”  

 

Gather-Word-Meal-Send: Join with us in the mystery… 
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AS WE GATHER 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  

P. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 (Please stand as you are able) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 whose name is majestic in all the earth, 

 who rescues and heals in every time of trouble, 

 who does all things well. 

C. Amen. 

 

P. Let us come before God, seeking forgiveness and life. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P. Steadfast and saving God, 

 have mercy on us. 

 We confess to you all the ways 

 we turn from you and harm one another. 

 In your compassion, 

 forgive our sins and heal our hurts. 

 Bring forth from us a harvest of righteousness, 

 the fruits of gentleness and peacemaking, 

 the sheaves of wisdom and justice; 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P. In the name of ☩ Jesus, the Son of God, 

 receive mercy and find grace in your time of need. 

 Your transgressions are forgiven; 

 God’s love is healing balm for your wounds. 

 Rejoice, for God raises you up to new life in Christ. 

C. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  
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HYMN OF PRAISE        

GREETING 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 
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WE HEAR GOD'S STORY 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a  
 
R. A reading from Isaiah, the 35th chapter. 
 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

     “Be strong, do not fear! 

   Here is your God. 

     He will come with vengeance, 

   with terrible recompense. 

     He will come and save you.” 

 

  5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

     and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

  6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

     and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

   For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

     and streams in the desert; 

  7a the burning sand shall become a pool, 

     and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 

P.   Let us pray, 

C. Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health 

 and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us 

 a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through 

 Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
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PSALM: Psalm 146  

  1 Hal- | lelujah! 

     Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 

  2 I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 

     I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
  3 Put not your | trust in rulers, 

     in mortals in whom there | is no help. 

  4 When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 

     and in that day | their thoughts perish.  
  5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

     whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 

  6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

     who keeps promis- | es forever; 
  7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who  

  hunger. 

     The LORD sets the | captive free. 

  8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are 

  bowed down; 

     the LORD| loves the righteous. 
  9 The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

     the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the 

  wicked. 

  10 The LORD shall | reign forever, 

     your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  

SECOND READING: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17  
 
R. A reading from James, the 2nd chapter. 
 
1 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 

comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and 

if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 

please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4 

have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 

thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor 

in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised 

to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who  

(Continued on next page) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

(Please stand as you are able) 

oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7 Is it not they who blaspheme 

the excellent name that was invoked over you? 

  8 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you show partiality, you commit sin 

and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law 

but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. [11 For the one who said, 

“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do 

not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 
12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For 

judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy tri-

umphs over judgment.]  

  14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 

have works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 

food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 

and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith 

by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

R. The word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
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P. The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37  
24 [Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did 

not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25 but a 

woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, 

and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of 

Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27 

He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 

the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 

may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30 So she went home, found the child 

lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

  31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 

the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf 

man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 

on him. 33 He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers 

into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, he 

sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And immediately his 

ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then Jesus or-

dered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 

proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done eve-

rything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

P. The Gospel of our Lord. 

C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDRENS’ SERMON  
 
SERMON  Pastor Brandon Cian 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please stand, as you are able)  
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WE CONNECT TO GOD'S STORY 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended into hell, 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P. With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the 

 church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 

 

 After each petition, 
 
 P. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C. hear our prayer. 

 

P. Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

 

C. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 

 

 (Please be seated) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P. Let us pray. 

C. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 

 together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together 

 from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory 

 through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

OFFERING 

Offertory 

 (Please stand, as you are able) 
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WE ARE SENT TO TELL OTHERS GOD’S STORY 
 

BENEDICTION  
P. Like children in the arms of Jesus, receive blessing: 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS 

Those desiring an individual blessing please come forward.  There need not be a 

special occasion for a blessing.  However, those celebrating birthdays,  

anniversaries, or preparing to travel are encouraged to come forward.  Those 

struggling with life issues, are encouraged to come forward. 

 (After the Blessings Have Been Completed, Please Stand, as you are able) 

Hymn:  What God Ordains is Good Indeed on page 16 
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Teresa Homan, Lead Musician 

 

People of New Hope, Ministers 
 

 

Copyright Information: 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-

served  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual         

License #20612. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

One License # A-700993:  

CCLI #1938780:   

DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE 

 

“Worship has ended; let the service begin!” 

 

 


